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THE GREATEST NAME IN ANY 
LANGUAGE 


As entrance to the temple is made through the First Pylon, the 
edifices are seen in reverse chronological order. 


The First Pylon dates from the Nubian Dynasty and was never 
completed. It is more than double the width of St. Paul's 
Cathedral and two metres higher. Beyond this massive 
structure is The Great Court, nearly 9000 square metres in area. 
Situated onthe N side of the court is a small shrine built by 

Seti Il to house the holy barques and dedicated to Amun, his 
wife Mut, and their son Khonsu. Centred in the court are the 
remains of the Taharka Kiosk of the XXV Dynasty. The only 
remaining column is 21 metres high with a diameter of 3 metres. 
Here also is the small contribution made to this vast complex by 
Tutankhamun—the beautifully carved calcite sphinx. On the S 
side is the Temple of Ramses Ill. This is the only temple still 
standing built by and conforming to a plan devised by a single 
monarch. 

The huge statue standing on the N side of the entrance to the 
Second Pylon is attributed to Panejam although the cartouche 
of Ramses Il is carved on the underside. This statue was found as 
recently as 1954 buried in the Second Pylon. 

The two colossal statues in pink granite flanking the entrance are 
of Ramses Il. 

Imagination fails and falls lifeless at the feet of the 134 

massive pillars of the Hypostyle Hall. This awe-inspiring section 
of the temple was begun by Ramses |, continued by his son 

Seti l, and completed by his grandson Ramses II. The centre 

12 columns are 23 metres high, the capitals of which are large 
enough to hold 100 standing men. This vast hall covers an area of 
nearly 5000 square metres—large enough to comfortably 
accommodate the whole of the Cathedral of Notre Dame. 

On the outside of the N and S walls, repectively, are the 
sculptured battle scenes of Seti | and Ramses Il. 

The Third Pylon was built by Amenophis lll at the same time 
that he was building the Luxor Temple some two miles away. 
The Central Court contains the only surviving obelisk ofa 


quartet originally erected by Tuthmosis I—a single block of 
granite 23 metres high and estimated to weigh over 143 tons. 
Beyond is another obelisk—the tallest ever made—erected by 
Queen Hatshepsut in the 16th year of her reign. The estimated 
weight of this obelisk, the apex of which was sheathed in gold and 
silver, is over 320 tons. 

The Fourth and Fifth Pylons were both erected by Tuthmosis |, 
and the Sixth Pylon by Tuthmosis III, the granite gateway of 
which was restored by Seti I. In the court beyond are two tall 

pink granite columns bearing, respectively on the N and S pillars, 
the Papyrus of Lower Egypt and the Lotus of Upper Egypt. 

The Great Festival Temple of Tuthmosis is largely in ruins but 
contains many fine reliefs of plants and animals. Alexander the 
Great restored part of the temple and he is depicted in some of 
the fine reliefs in the Alexander Room. 

The Seventh Pylon, to the S of the Central Court, was built by 
Tuthmosis Ill and it was here in 1903 that was found a hoard of 
800 stone and 17,000 bronze statues. The area is now known as 
The Court of the Cachette and in it, onthe N side of the Seventh 
Pylon are some of the statues found in this hoard. On the S side 
are the remains of two colossal statues of Tuthmosis III. 

The Eighth Pylon was built by Queen Hatshepsut and four of the 
original six statues erected on the S side still survive. Among 
them, in an excellent state of preservation, is one of Amenophis |. 
To the E of the Court of the Cachette near the Sacred Lake, is 
the broken-off apex of another obelisk which was originally 
erected by Queen Hatshepsut near to the one standing between 
the Fourth and Fifth Pylons. 

On the edge of the Sacred Lake is a giant scarab erected here by 
Amenophis III. 


This temple complex is the epitome of architectural ideas and 
buildings traversing the centuries from the XII Dynasty to the 
end of Ptolomeic rule in 30 BC. Its sacred labyrinth was once 
exclusive only to Pharaohs and Priests and presents us with a 
summary in stone of the vicissitudes of the history of Ancient 
Egypt. 
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